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BARRINGTON TOPS NATIONAL PARK - UNOFFICIAL FREE PLANNER

Practical day & overnight planner

Packing - one-precinct rule - Gloucester Tops / Polblue / Williams River day shapes - Barrington trail season - altitude

weather - camping NPWS-only - official links. From barringtontopsnationalpark.com.au — print this page or save

as PDF (no email required).

Verify everything officially. Track status, camping, fire bans, road conditions and closures change. Always check NSW
National Parks — Barrington Tops National Park, local park alerts and park alerts. This planner is independent and
unofficial — not NPWS or the NSW Government. Official campgrounds book via NPWS only. Emergencies: 000.

Fees (split systems): vehicle / park entry is commonly free — Barrington Tops is not on the NPWS fee-collecting
parks list (re-checked 12 Aug 2026). Camping is separate — book only via NPWS; rates and booking fees change.
Never treat roadside camping as free-for-all. Recreational fishing needs a NSW licence if you fish (trout season often

cited Oct-May on NPWS materials — re-check live).

One precinct per day. Eastern (Gloucester Tops), northern/plateau (Polblue / Honeysuckle) and southern (Williams
River) are not linked by car-suitable through-roads inside the park. Circling outside can take hours. River crossings on
eastern access flood. Plateau weather is colder than the valley towns. The Barrington trail vehicle window is seasonal (1
Oct-31 May) and still closes for weather — never invent a “short hop” between precincts.

1. Before you leave home

Status, roads & weather

e [ NPWS park page + Park Alerts checked this
morning

e [ Barrington Tops local alerts checked

e [1BOM forecast for altitude / Tops, not only the
valley town

e [ RFS fire danger / total fire ban if cooking with
flame

e [1One precinct chosen (east / plateau / south) —
not two

e [ Plan B walk or lookout if river crossings, fog,
wind or mud

e [ Barrington trail status if 4WD / high-country
link is part of the plan

e [ Camping bookings confirmed (if overnight) —
NPWS only

e [1Someone knows your rough plan + return
window

e [ Screenshot alerts + track notes while you still
have reception

Packing (day pack / overnight base)

e [ Water 2 L+ per person (more on long Grade 4
days)

e [ Snacks / simple lunch (or full camp kitchen if
overnight)

e [ Waterproof shell + warm mid-layer (plateau
runs cold)

e [ Grip trail shoes (mud, roots, wet boardwalks)

e [ Phone + offline map / trailhead screenshot

e [ Headlamp (even day walks — late reverse
drives happen)

e [JlInsect repellent (leeches after wet weather)

e [ Basic first aid / blister kit

e [1Emergency+ app installed; power bank
charged

e [ Optional: PLB / satellite messenger for remote
high-country days
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2. Pick ONE precinct (critical)

Eastern — Gloucester Tops

Access typically via Gloucester Tops Road from
Gloucester

River crossings after rain — reverse early if rising
Signature: circuit, falls, Antarctic beech options

Drive buffer: often 45-75+ min each way in good
conditions ([VERIFY])

Southern — Williams River

From Dungog via Salisbury Road corridor

Plateau — Polblue / Honeysuckle

From Gloucester (Thunderbolts Way) or Scone /
Moonan approaches

High wetland, snow gums, colder air than valleys
Polblue Swamp loop + optional forest; Careys
Peak only if access + fitness solved

Camping products are NPWS bookings — not
free roadside

e Blue gum / rainforest day-use; Rocky Crossing only if open, dry enough and fit

e Do not bolt this on after a full Gloucester or Polblue day from the other side of the ranges

3. Half-day / full-day shapes (pick one)

Gloucester Tops day (= full day on the
ground)

0:00 — Fuel / toilets in Gloucester. Alerts re-
checked.

Drive in — crossings cautious; turn around if
flooded.

On ground — circuit if open + Grade 4-ready;
else falls / beech Plan B.

Hard reverse — leave trailhead with daylight
buffer for crossings + town.

Do not add Polblue “on the way home.”

Williams River day

Plateau day (Polblue focus)

0:00 — Approach from chosen town gate with
fuel.

On ground — Polblue Swamp loop; optional
Honeysuckle Forest.

Careys Peak — only if already planned as the
day’s one hard walk.

Weather — wind, fog and cold can erase views;
enjoy wetland anyway.

Overnight — booked camp only; quiet hours
and fire rules as signed.

e Blue Gum loop as the default honest day; Rocky Crossing only when open and conditions match the group.

e Town recovery in Dungog corridor — do not invent a plateau add-on after a late rainforest finish.

Distances, grades and surface notes are planning ranges only — verify on nationalparks.nsw.gov.au for your date.
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4. Full-day rule (protect the day)

e One precinct + one main walk maximum (plus a short lookout or picnic if energy remains).
e Do not stack Gloucester Tops circuit + Polblue + Careys Peak + Williams River on a first visit or late start.

e |f the hard walk is closed or rivers rise: falls, beech, wetland loop or lookouts still count as a successful park

day.

e Overnight stays need NPWS bookings — this planner is not a booking channel or affiliate product.

e 4WD / Barrington trail plans are a separate product with a seasonal vehicle window — not a casual day-walk

add-on.

5. Decision tree / order of stops

First-timer from Gloucester (east)
Gloucester Tops day-use — circuit or falls/beech Plan B — reverse before dark. No plateau hop.

High-country / wetland interest

Polblue (and optional Honeysuckle) as the whole day; book camp if staying; Careys Peak only if it is the planned hero.

Southern rainforest day
Williams River picnic + Blue Gum; Rocky Crossing only when open and group-fit.

Multi-day / 4WD interest
Official Barrington trail page: vehicle window 1 Oct-31 May (NPWS) + temporary closures; separate from day-walk
circuits.

River rising / thick fog / fire ban / exhausted group
Shorten, switch Plan B, or cancel. Do not invent illegal parking or night river-crossing ego.

Want two precincts on one trip
Two calendar days, two bases or long external drives — not “one long day if we hurry.”

6. Overnight extras (if camping)

O Every night booked via official NPWS camping / accommodation channels

O Site type matches vehicle 2WD vs 4WD notes on the product page)

O Water, toilet and fire rules read on the live campground page

O Warm sleep system for altitude — nights are colder than town forecasts suggest
O Food storage and wildlife respect; no feeding wildlife

O Head torch, spare batteries, wet-weather shelter plan

O Bail-out towns agreed (Gloucester, Scone, Dungog corridors)

7. Safety non-negotiables

O River crossings — if in doubt, reverse; do not follow strangers into floodwater

O Altitude weather — hypothermia risk even in shoulder seasons; carry layers

O Limited mobile reception (NPWS) — Emergency+ before you leave town Wi-Fi

O Leeches, snakes, slippery roots — watch feet and sit spots after rain

O Fire bans in season — no firewood collection; campfires only where formally allowed
O Pets prohibited (except certified assistance animals) — plan boarding if needed

O Cliff edges and lookouts — supervise children; stay behind barriers

O Emergency: call 000. This planner cannot help with rescue



8. Useful links (verify live)

e This guide: https://www.barringtontopsnationalpark.com.au/ — itineraries, trails, plan visit
e Official park: NSW National Parks — Barrington Tops

e local alerts: Barrington Tops local alerts

e Park alerts hub: alerts and closures

e Gloucester Tops circuit: official track page

e Polblue Swamp track: official track page

e Careys Peak: official track page

e Barrington trail (4WD season): official trail page

e Camping & accommodation (book NPWS only): camping and accommodation
e Fee-collecting parks list (entry context): fee-collecting parks

e BOM weather: bom.gov.au

e Emergency+: emergencyplus.com.au

e NPWS Contact Centre: 1300 072 757 (7am—7pm daily — re-check)

e Gloucester office: 02 6538 5300 - Scone office: 02 6540 2300 (hours change)

www.barringtontopsnationalpark.com.au

Unofficial operator's manual for Barrington Tops National Park - Independent of NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service - Farming
Domains - Not for emergencies (call 000) - Free download — no email required - Reviewed for planning use 2026-08-12 — always re-
check official sources before you go.
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